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feeding a feed stream having at least about 99.9 wt.% IPA into a separation column, and 
removing high purity IPA from a point in the separation column between the overhead stream 
and the bottoms stream to produce an IPA with less than 100 ppm water and less than 1 ppb 
metals content, as recited in claim 1 . To the contrary, Adams produces ultradry and ultrapure 
IPA with a series of pervaporation and distillation steps, none of which remove high purity IPA 
from a point in the separation column below the overhead stream and above the bottoms stream, 
as recited in claim 1 . To the contrary, the ultrapure and ultradry IPA produced by Adams is 
removed from the overhead stream in both distillation columns used. 


Applicants respectfully submit that the claims are patentable over the cited references and 
that the 35 USC 103(a) rejection be withdrawn and a notice of allowability be issued. 


With respect to Claim 10, the Examiner has objected to the term "ternary azeotrope" 
since pressures and temperatures are not specified. Applicants submit page D-21 of the 
Handbook of Chemistry and Physics, 49th Ed., 1968 (attached) as evidence that one of ordinary 
skill in the art would be aware of known ternary azeotropes of isopropanol, the characteristics of 
the azeotrope and how to perform the process of using a ternary azeotrope to remove water from 
isopropanol. Applicants are not required to supply that which is known to ordinary skill in the 
art. Applicants respectfully submit that Claim 10 as written is allowable and request 
reconsideration and withdrawal of the objection. 


The Examiner has state in the Advisory Action: "As to the art rejections: however, the 
argued two-stage process of Kagiyama, the process of using single vessel of Marker and the 
pervaporation followed by double distillation of Adams are not precluded by the claims 
recitation of 'comprising' which is an all-inclusive term." Applicants respectfully point out that 
this is not relevant to the issue of patentability and is not a proper basis for rejection of a claim. 
Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of this rejection. 


The rejections related to Claim 1 1 are mooted by cancellation of Claims 1 1-20. 
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In summary, Applicants submit that the pending claims are clearly patentable over the 
cited references. It is respectfully submitted that the claims avoid the rejections set forth in the 
Office Action, and thus place the claims in condition for allowance. Reconsideration and 
withdrawal of all rejections of the claims are respectfully requested. 
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